Releasing the Life of the Holy Spirit into the life of the Church!

Aldersgate Renewal Ministries: History and Impact 
By Gary L. Moore

“…wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized with water, but…you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth.”  Jesus Acts 1:4, 8.
Aldersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM) was conceived at the Conference on Charismatic Renewal in the Christian Churches (CCRCC) in July 1977.  It was birthed in the fall of 1977 as The United Methodist Renewal Services Fellowship, Inc. (UMRSF) and held its first national conference on the Holy Spirit, Aldersgate ‘79, in Louisville, Kentucky in August of 1979.  Although the legal name is still UMRSF, the working name of the ministry was changed to Aldersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM) in 1995.
This is the story of ARM’s birth, growth, and maturing, from the author’s perspective.  Much of the early history is drawn from an unpublished paper entitled, A Brief History of the UMRSF prepared in 1994 by William P. Wilson, MD and Ross Whetstone.  As much as possible, the accuracy of dates and events have been verified.

Before ARM was fanned into flame, the wind was already blowing through: 
(1) The Pentecostal / Charismatic Movement; 
(2) The Lay Witness Movement; 
(3) Development of The Guidelines: The United Methodist Church and the Charismatic Movement; 
(4) CCRCC, Kansas City, July 1977.

The Pentecostal / Charismatic Movement

In the Preface of his book, The Century of the Holy Spirit: 100 Years of Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal, Dr. Vinson Synan says, “Beginning with a handful of students in Topeka, Kansas, on New Year’s Day, 1901, Christians around the world have experienced a renewal of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that dwarfs anything seen since the days of the early church.  This movement, which now constitutes the second largest family of Christians in the world (after the Roman Catholic Church), is found in practically every nation and ethnic group in the world.  By the end of the (twentieth) century, over 500,000,000 people were involved in this revival which continues its massive growth into the new millennium.” 

Synan goes on to describe the basic distinctions between the Pentecostals and charismatics.  “The Pentecostals”, he says, “were the people who pioneered and popularized the idea of a baptism in the Holy Spirit with the necessary sign of speaking in tongues.  In the early days of the century they were expelled from the mainline denominations and forced to found their own churches.  Some scholars now call them ‘classical Pentecostals.’”  

“The term ‘charismatic’ was first used around 1963 to denote those ‘neo-Pentecostals’ in the mainline Protestant and Catholic churches who also spoke in tongues but who did not see tongues as the necessary evidence of the Pentecostal experience.” 

Some key dates and events related to the charismatic renewal and United Methodists include:

· 1948 – Healing crusades begin under William Branham and Oral Roberts.  Oral has Methodist roots and eventually returns to the Methodist church.

· 1951 – Full Gospel Business Men Fellowship International begun by Demos Shakarian in Los Angeles, California.  FGBMFI crosses all denominational lines.
· 1953 – Oral Roberts begins a television ministry in Oklahoma.

· 1959 – Pat Robertson (a Baptist) begins the Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN) in Portsmouth, Virginia.

· 1959 – Episcopalian Priest, Dennis Bennett, receives the baptism in the Holy Spirit and speaks in tongues in Van Nuys, California.  The “Neo-Pentecostal movement” begins.

· 1960 – Lay Witness movement begins with Ben Johnson, a Methodist clergyman in Alabama.

· 1965 – Oral Roberts University is chartered in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

· 1967 – The Catholic Charismatic Renewal begins in the “Duquesne weekend” in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

· 1970 – The General Board of Discipleship begins oversight of the Lay Witness Mission Program.

· 1972 – A request is made of the General Conference of the United Methodist Church to develop a position paper on the charismatic renewal and the Methodist Church.
· 1973-74 – The GBOD of the UMC schedules 2,400 Lay Witness Missions a year from its Nashville office.

· 1975 – Charisma magazine begins publication.

· 1976 – The General Conference of the UMC adopts Guidelines: The United Methodist Church and the Charismatic Movement, as its official position paper.

· 1977 – The Kansas City General Ecumenical Charismatic Conference is held with over 50,000 participants.

· 1978 – From the Catholic cursillo, the Emmaus Walk program is initiated in the United Methodist Church as one of The Upper Room (GBOD) ministries.

· 1978 – The United Methodist Renewal Services Fellowship, Inc., later operating under the name of Aldersgate Renewal Ministries, is organized as an affiliate ministry of the General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church.

· 1978 – The Upper Room prayer center (GBOD) is initiated in Nashville.

· 1979 – The first Aldersgate Conference is held in Louisville, Kentucky.

· 1981 – A “Third Wave” of the Holy Spirit begins (1st wave being Pentecostalism, 2nd wave being charismatic movement) at Fuller Theological Seminary in California under John Wimber.

· 1987 – The New Orleans Congress on the Holy Spirit and World Evangelization sponsored by the North American Renewal Services Committee (NARSC).  Aldersgate ’87 was part of this gathering.
· 1990 – The Indianapolis Congress on the Holy Spirit and World Evangelization sponsored by NARSC.  Aldersgate ’90 was part of this gathering.

· 1993 – The “Toronto Blessing” begins in the Toronto Vineyard under Pastor John Arnott.

· 1995 – Pensacola, Florida, revival begins at Brownsville Assembly of God with Pastor John Kilpatrick and evangelist Steve Hill.

· 2000 – Celebrate Jesus 2000 Charismatic Congress convened in St. Louis, Missouri sponsored by NARSC.  Aldersgate 2000 was part of this gathering.
Although there were no clearly recognizable national charismatic leaders and no organization or “charismatic renewal fellowship” among United Methodists (as there was among the Catholics, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Mennonites, etc.), until 1977, another phenomenon was occurring, primarily in Methodism, called the Lay Witness Movement.

The Lay Witness Movement
The Lay Witness Mission (LWM) began in 1960 under the leadership of a UM clergyman named Ben Johnson operating the Institute of Lay Renewal under the aegis of Emory University.  As an alternative to traditional revival services in a local church, a team of lay witnesses would share their faith over the course of a weekend in a variety of settings in the local church.  The closest thing to preaching would be when the team coordinator shared his or her testimony on Sunday morning with an invitation for the attendees to commit their lives to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 
The LWM has been an extremely effective tool of evangelism for thousands of UM churches.  There is no way to measure how many tens of thousands of people experienced a new birth as a result of having a LWM in their church.  
Many congregations did a “180” as a result of hosting a Lay Witness Mission.  First UMC in Bedford, Texas was a classic example.  It was a small membership church in a (then) rural area between the cities of Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas, led by a second career pastor named Jimmie Scott.  Looking for a “new program” for his congregation, he signed up for a Lay Witness weekend.  April of 1970 became a watershed moment in the history of this church.  The witnesses came, the witnesses shared, the witnesses loved, and the witnesses prayed.  On Sunday morning, as the coordinator gave his invitation following his testimony, people began to flood the altar, all the way back into the aisles.  As the Holy Spirit began to move upon the people, they gave their lives to the Lord, relationships were reconciled, families were healed, and grace was poured out.  The church was never the same again.  A fire had been ignited.
In the months that followed, people, young and old, began to discover and experience the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, as they studied the book of Acts in their small home groups that continued to meet following the LWM.  Many of the members found their way into meetings where leaders of the charismatic movement were speaking and were introduced to the baptism in the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts.  These dynamics plus two subsequent LWM, and the leadership of a wise pastor who shepherded the people and the movement were used by God to transform this sleepy little church into a dynamic, growing congregation.  First UMC Bedford became a worshipping, praying, loving, caring, witnessing, outreaching community of faith.  

My young family became a part of this congregation in March 1972 as it was preparing for its second LWM.  Our lives were impacted first by the event, secondly by participating in small groups that were a result of the event, and third by serving on many teams as lay witnesses.
In my opinion, the Lay Witness Movement, not a single leader, was the primary vehicle that God used to introduce United Methodists to the Lordship of Jesus Christ and to the working of His Holy Spirit.  At its peak in 1973-74, Danny Morris, then Director of Emerging Ministries of the Upper Room, reported that the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) scheduled 2,400 Lay Witness Missions per year from the Nashville office.  Many others were being scheduled from other places like Atlanta, Georgia and Wilmore, Kentucky.  At that time, it is reported that there were in excess of 100,000 team members on the rolls in Nashville who were available to the 1,200 coordinators for use in missions.
Many of these folks and some congregations were experiencing charismatic renewal.  What would the denomination do with these spiritually renewed Christians who continued to worship in United Methodist churches?  
Sadly the UMC did not know how to deal with the dramatic change that took place in the lives of the laity.  Because of their zeal and enthusiasm, they were often seen as a divisive force.  Often efforts were made to stamp out the movement.  The result was that these renewed persons went underground or outside the church to experience and exercise the gifts of the Spirit.  Their thirst for more of God and desire to learn more about the work of the Holy Spirit resulted in participation in Para church groups such as Full Gospel Business Mens Fellowship, Camps Farthest Out, and meetings held by Pentecostal churches and charismatic organizations.

During the early 1970’s, at the height of the Lay Witness Movement, Dr. Ross Whetstone served as the Assistant General Secretary of the Section on Evangelism for the General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church and was responsible for managing the lay witness movement.  He recognized the need to do something to utilize the power possessed by these renewed people.  He wanted to mainstream the energy into the church as a whole.  Unfortunately, many Methodist charismatics held a Pentecostal interpretation of the scriptures relating to the gifts of the Spirit because of their contacts with FGBMFI and Pentecostal churches.  That is, they believed the doctrine of “initial evidence” to the baptism with the Holy Spirit as being the gift of tongues.  This was not compatible with Wesleyan theology.

Many charismatics were leaving Methodist churches for Pentecostal and independent charismatic churches.  To stem this exodus, an official statement on the role of the charismatic renewal was desirable.  Such a statement could indicate to the church at large that they were not an aberration and should be nurtured. 

The 1976 Guidelines

In 1972, the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference made a request of the General Conference (GC) of the UMC for a position statement on the charismatic movement and The UMC.  Rev. Dick Burns, then a pastor in Johnstown and later appointed as a General Evangelist from Western Pennsylvania was a prime mover in the request.  The GC referred the request to the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) Section on Evangelism.  

As the head of evangelism, Ross Whetstone chaired the committee assigned to formulate and write the position paper, called:  “Guidelines: The United Methodist Church and the Charismatic Movement”, which was adopted by the 1976 General Conference as the denominations official position relating to the charismatic renewal and the operation of spiritual gifts.  Ross came out of a Salvation Army background and was personally acquainted with the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  Dr. Robert Tuttle was instrumental in writing significant sections of the paper.  
Simultaneously, the church needed enlightenment concerning this most recent movement of the Spirit.  To accomplish this, the GBOD organized and executed a series of conferences across the country whose express purpose was to teach and demonstrate the person and work of the Holy Spirit in the Wesleyan tradition. 
 

Kansas City, July 1977
The Conference on Charismatic Renewal in the Christian Churches (CCRCC) 
brought together an estimated 50,000 persons from at least 13 major Christian denominations and up to 40 smaller groups and networks.  The event was planned and organized by the Catholic Renewal Services.  It was an amazing gathering with Catholics, mainline Protestants, Pentecostals, Independents and Messianic Jews sharing in leadership and worshipping together in one place.  Contemporary historians claim that it was the largest ecumenical gathering in the history of the Church.  The leadership and attendees were classified as coming from four main streams: Catholic, Pentecostal, mainline Protestant, and Non-Denominational.  They came together to celebrate the Lordship of Jesus Christ and their common experience of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Since the UMC did not have an organized charismatic group, the GBOD deputized Whetstone to organize and lead The United Methodist portion of this historic event.   By now, Ross had left his position at the GBOD to teach as a professor of Evangelism at Scarritt College in Nashville, Tennessee.

Ross invited four other United Methodists to join him in providing leadership for the United Methodist section of the Conference.  
· Dr. Robert G. Tuttle, Jr., who was a professor at Oral Roberts University; 
· Dr. Robert Stamps who was serving as chaplain at Oral Roberts University; 
· Rev. Tommy Tyson (deceased 2003) who was a General Evangelist from North Carolina; and 
· Dr. William P. Wilson, who was a professor of psychiatry at the Duke Medical School.  
These five men of God would later become the “founding fathers” of the United Methodist Renewal Services Fellowship, Inc. (Aldersgate Renewal Ministries).
It was estimated that about 800 Methodists attended the conference.  During a question and answer period during the UM sessions, several concerns were discussed.  One was whether United Methodists should form a national organization for charismatics and conduct their own Holy Spirit Conference.  The issue of whether the United Methodists should form a national fellowship group within the denomination was discussed at length and strongly encouraged by the attendees, who felt alone, isolated, and disenfranchised from the general church.  Even though all five of the leaders were opposed to such an idea, the United Methodists gathered in Kansas City pressed the issue until the leadership agreed to take the matter to prayer for six weeks and report back by mail. 

Interestingly, my wife Sally and I, were part of the UM contingent that attended the CCRCC in Kansas City in 1977.  At that time, we were part of the lay leadership of the 1st UMC of Bedford, Texas.  I was also employed by Texas Utilities Company in Fort Worth administering their management training programs.  A couple in the church felt that the Holy Spirit was leading them to send us to Kansas City and to pay all of our expenses as an investment into God’s ministry through us.  One of the things that God spoke to us in Kansas City was “you will experience a soon release into full time service to build up the body of Christ.”  
Upon returning home, the word was confirmed by several other people, including Pastor Scott.  The following June, I left Texas Utilities (after 13 years) to join the staff at the church where our family had been members since 1972.

Organizing the UMRSF

Upon his return to Nashville, Whetstone consulted with Bishop Earl Hunt, then resident Bishop of the Nashville area, about the formation of such a renewal group.  Bishop Hunt answered without hesitation, “You must do it!”  The next week, Whetstone met with Bishop James S. Thomas who also encouraged him to start the renewal group.  With the reassurance gained from the encouragement of two bishops, the five leaders from the Kansas City conference met later in 1977 in Chapel Hill, North Carolina to launch the UMRSF.  
As these leaders sought the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit in their deliberations, there were several things that seemed clear to them:

· They would go forward only if they could affiliate with the GBOD.  They desired to work within the structure of the church to bring about renewal in the power of the Holy Spirit.

· They were to remain non-political and non adversarial in their efforts for renewal.  They desired to be characterized as “lighting candles” rather than “cursing darkness.”
In early 1978, there was a second meeting in Chapel Hill with invitations being extended to potential candidates for board members.  Those present were:

· Richard (Dick) Burns of Johnstown, PA, 
· Sharon Cummings, Rocky Mount, NC, 
· Minnazelle Danley, Colorado Springs, CO, 
· James Fitzhugh, Billings, MT, 
· George Hobbs, Louisville, KY, 
· Perry Rankin, Hastings, NE, Wendy Rhodehamel, Cuyler, NY, 
· Robert Stamps, Tulsa, OK, 
· Robert Tuttle, Pasadena, CA, 
· Tommy Tyson, Chapel Hill, NC, 
· William P. Wilson, Durham, NC, 
· Ross Whetstone, June Cain, and Marie Livingston Roy, Nashville, TN.  
A Board was appointed, a constitution and by-laws were adopted, and officers were elected.  A Board of Directors and an Advisory Council with representation from each of the five Regions/Jurisdictions were elected over the next two years.  Dr. Wilson was elected as the organizations first President and Whetstone was hired as part-time Executive Director. 

From the beginning, the group sought to be related to the General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) as an affiliate organization and was granted that status in a covenant relationship in November of 1978.  It is the only main-line renewal group that has an official “connected” relationship to its denominational structure.
The remainder of this paper is a history of the UMRSF, herein after called ARM (Aldersgate Renewal Ministries), organized by the periods of those who have served as President of the ARM Board of Directors.

PIONEERS 
Dr. William P. (Bill) Wilson, MD, was the only layman among the original five founders.  He had served as a coordinator for over 100 Lay Witness Missions.  In the mid seventies, he was a professor of psychiatry at Duke Medical School.  Later, he would enter a full time ministry of counseling, teaching and healing as the head of the Institute of Christian Growth.  
Dr. Wilson was elected as the first President of the ARM Board and served from 1978 until 1983.  Under his leadership, the renewal organization was formed, secured it’s affiliation with the GBOD, held its first national conference, opened its first office, and hired its first executive director.

In 1979, the first Aldersgate Conference, was held in Louisville, Kentucky.  The intent was to sponsor an annual, national conference on the Holy Spirit.  The name, Aldersgate, was used to tie the event to John Wesley’s “heart warming” and life changing experience with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  

In his journal, May 24, 1738, Mr. Wesley writes, “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle of Romans.  About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me, that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 

The next day, May 25, he writes, “The moment I awakened ‘Jesus, Master,’ was in my heart and in my mouth; and I found, all my strength lay in keeping my eye fixed upon Him, and my soul waiting on Him continually.” 

On January 1, 1739, he records, “Mr. Hall, Kinchin, Ingham, Whitefield, Hutchins, and my brother Charles, were present at our love feast in Fetter-Lane, with about sixty of our brethren.  About three in the morning, as we were continuing instant in prayer, the power of God came mightily upon us, insomuch that many cried out for exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground.  As soon as we recovered a little from that awe and amazement at the presence of his Majesty, we broke out with one voice, “We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.” 

“1738 marked the turning point in John Wesley’s life.  One Wednesday in May, at a society meeting on Aldersgate Street in London, a flame was lit which was to sweep the entire nation.” 

The Aldersgate conference, as well as the organization, is rooted in the experience, tradition, heritage and theology of the Wesley’s.

Over the years, the Aldersgate conference has become a reunion for Spirit-filled United Methodists from all across the country.  And, it is a constant reminder to the denomination of its need for the presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit in the life of the Church.  Aldersgate is one of the largest voluntary gatherings of United Methodists in North America.  Aldersgate is a “connecting place” for Spirit-filled United Methodists who feel called to stay and pray and work for renewal of the UMC, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

The event, bathed in prayer, is characterized by its joyful praise and worship, powerful preaching and ministry, and anointed teaching, particularly related to the person and work of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, and his role in building up the church, the body of Christ.
In 1980, ARM opened an office in the United Methodist Center in Nashville and Whetstone became its first full time Executive Director.  He retired from the position at the Aldersgate ’89 conference in Little Rock, Arkansas.

In 1982, Sally and I attended our first Aldersgate Conference in Des Moines, Iowa.  The pastor and staff at the Bedford Church believed that part of its call and mission as a UMC congregation, was to reach out in any way possible to help renew the denomination.  They felt that “the UMC was part of their Samaria.”  It seemed obvious that the group for them to be connected to, and in partnership with, was ARM.  We went to Aldersgate with a clear objective to “get the church and the ARM connected.”

Like so many others who attend an Aldersgate Conference, we discovered that it was possible to be a born again, Spirit-filled Christian and remain a United Methodist.  We felt at home, refreshed, encouraged, and were filled with new hope for the people called Methodists.  In was at Aldersgate ‘82, in Des Moines, Iowa, that God began calling us to pray and work for the renewal of the UMC in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Bedford and ARM became partners in ministry and by 1985 I was working with Ross on a part-time basis as a ministry consultant and meeting planner for the Aldersgate conferences.
During Dr. Wilson’s term as President, the Aldersgate Conference was hosted by the following cities:

· Louisville, Kentucky (’79); 
· Columbus, Ohio (’80); 
· Indianapolis, Indiana (’81); 
· Des Moines, Iowa (’82); 
· San Diego, California (’83). 
TRANSITIONS
Harry Camp, an attorney from McMinnville, Tennessee, became the second president of the renewal fellowship and served from 1983-1991.  During his term, the North American Renewal Services Committee (NARSC) was formed.  NARSC was a re-gathering of leaders from the 1977 Kansas City Conference, who shared a vision for a second ecumenical charismatic gathering to be held in 1987.  Also, during Harry’s term, Ross retired and I succeeded him as the second Executive Director.  
As mentioned, by 1985, the Lord had led me to come alongside Ross and to serve this ministry as an administrative consultant and meeting planner.  I became a member of NARSC along with Ross, and did the bulk of the planning and administration for the Methodist portion of the Congress on the Holy Spirit and World Evangelization to be held in New Orleans in 1987.  Aldersgate ’87 was “one segment” of this larger gathering of approximately 35,000.

We were still on staff at the Bedford Church.  Jimmie Scott, the wise and loving pastor who led the church into renewal died of lung cancer in 1984.  The Bedford church was one of many across the nation that had been influenced, first by a Lay Witness Mission, and then the charismatic renewal during the period of 1968-1990.  Other significant churches and pastors included: 
· First UMC, Tulsa, Oklahoma (Bill Thomas and Jimmy Buskirk); 
· Pine Castle UMC, Orlando, Florida (Clarence Yates and Bill Pickett); 
· Tyler Street UMC, Dallas, Texas (Paul Morrell); 
· Faith UMC, Neenah, Wisconsin (R. A. Pegram);  
· Aldersgate UMC, College Station, Texas (Terry Teykl); 
· Union Chapel UMC, Muncie, Indiana (Gregg Parris); 
· Trinity UMC, Pickerington, Ohio (Scott Kelso); 
· First UMC, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Nick Harris)
At its peak, the Bedford Church grew from less than a 100 in worship to an average of 1,200 by the mid eighties.  Our work there included the development and oversight of a system of neighborhood home groups that involved more than 750 adults in weekly Bible study, fellowship, and prayer.  In addition, we developed the Life in the Spirit Seminar as a tool to introduce new members and visitors to the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  This program later became a local church outreach, and then a program ministry of ARM in 1989.
From 1986 until 1988, the Bedford church allowed me to spend up to forty percent of my time working with ARM and NARSC for denominational renewal.  We put together a team of lay people from the church that helped plan and administer the Aldersgate conferences from 1987-1991.
In 1988, the Lord released us from our responsibilities at Bedford and I began working with Ross full-time in September of that year.  Harry Camp and several other members of the Board of Directors felt that God had spoken to them in dreams and prophecy concerning Ross’s successor earlier in the year.  1988-89 was to be a year of confirmation to discern God’s gifts and grace in my life for the task of leading this renewal organization into the future.

In 1988-89, the Life in the Spirit Seminar, developed at the Bedford church, was adopted as one of the ministry outreaches to be offered by ARM.  Initially designed as a potential follow-up event for Lay Witness Missions, this team-led, local church renewal event would become part of an unfolding strategy to “bring the life of the Holy Spirit into the life of the Church.”

Ross Whetstone retired as Executive Director at the Aldersgate Conference in Little Rock, Arkansas in the summer of 1989.  I had the awesome responsibility and privilege to succeed him as ARM’s second Executive Director.

Harry Camp’s address at Aldersgate ’89 titled, Celebration of Transfer of Mantle of Servanthood
 is included as an appendix to this paper.
For a position like this, he did not seem to be properly educated, credentialed, or connected.  But, he had a love for God’s people, a passion for the renewal of the church, a gift of visionary, transformational leadership, and was willing to risk it all to give God a chance to do something through him.

He brought a different gift-mix and experiences to the table than his predecessor.  He was a layman most of his life.  He earned Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) in accounting and management from Texas Wesleyan University, most of which was completed while attending night school after he was married and his two daughters were born.  

He had 20 years of secular work experience, the last 13 years with Texas Utilities Company in Fort Worth, Texas.  He learned to “lean into the future” by serving 7 years in the budget and long-range forecasting group at the utility company.  He learned to “counsel” as an employment interviewer.  He learned management skills and training by coordinating the management training program.  He learned to study the Word and teach by leading Bible studies for businessmen.  He learned to “pastor” by leading small groups (house churches) and then by leading/pastoring other home group leaders.

While serving on the staff at the Bedford church (1978-1988), he was mentored in body life and walking in the Spirit by his pastor and friend Jimmie Scott.  He attended classes at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, accumulating about half the hours necessary for a Master of Divinity Degree.  He gave up the possibility of completing Seminary when God opened the door for ministry at ARM.  He completed the course work and was consecrated as a diaconal minister with a certification in Evangelism in 1987 in the Central Texas Annual Conference.

In 1998, he was ordained as a Deacon in Full Connection in the Tennessee Annual Conference.

During Harry’s presidency, Aldersgate was in the following cities: 

· Kalamazoo, Michigan in 1984; 
· Wichita, Kansas in 1985.  
· Savannah, Georgia in 1986.  
· In 1987, it was part of the Congress on the Holy Spirit and World Evangelization sponsored by NARSC in New, Orleans, Louisiana.  
· In 1988, it was in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
· In 1989, it was in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
· In 1990, it was part of the Congress for a Decade of World Evangelization sponsored by NARSC in Indianapolis, Indiana.

EXPANDING THE TERRITORY
Larry Eddings (1991-1994) was a pastor and a General Evangelist in the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference.  He pastored and led churches into renewal in Silverdale and Woodinville, Washington, before answering God’s call to full time evangelistic work.  He and his wife Audrey minister together through their evangelistic organization, Wind of the Spirit.  They are pioneers in the area of healing ministries and exercise of spiritual gifts.

Larry was elected as the 3rd President at the Board and Council meeting that preceded Aldersgate ’91 in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  He served from 1991-1994.
General Conference (GC) was scheduled in Louisville, Kentucky in 1992.  I had never been to a GC of the UMC.  The GC convenes for two weeks every four years to set policy and direction for the denomination.  It considers legislation related to the Discipline and order of the church.  I felt the Lord leading me to attend in 1992.  Since I had no official status or any reason to attend, I thought, “What would I do for two weeks?”  The Holy Spirit answered with one word, “pray!”
Larry made plans to attend with me. in Louisville, Kentucky.  Cecil Williamson, another evangelist and then serving as a vice president of ARM, joined us the second week as he was hosting the bishop and a delegation from Nigeria.

We prayed.  We prayed for Bishops.  We prayed for delegates.  We prayed for the pending legislation.  We prayed for God’s will to be done in the issues that threatened to divide and destroy the denomination. 
Several Bishops suffered heart attacks and other health issues during the conference.  A friend’s wife died while he was in Louisville as a delegate and he had to return home.  The church needed prayer.  The delegates needed prayer.  The delegates needed a place to go for prayer.  But, there was no prayer room anywhere to be found.  In fact, there was no visible evidence of prayer anywhere to be found.  So, we simply engaged delegates and observers who seemed to be distressed and prayed for them in the hallways.
While we were in Louisville, God birthed a vision in me to work toward visible, on-site prayer at future General Conferences.  I didn’t have a clue what that looked like or how to go about facilitating it.  Margie Burger had just been elected to our Board of Directors to serve as our National Prayer Coordinator.  We covenanted to do two things: 
(1) To establish a national network of intercessors who would pray for the renewal of the church and who would intercede daily for the Bishops and other leaders of the UMC.  
(2) Begin formulating plans to rally a group in Denver for the 2006 General Conference who would come at their own expense for the sole purpose of praying “on-site with insight.”
Today, there are over 200 persons, with the gift of intercession, in our network of Intercessors for Renewal who pray daily for church leadership and for an outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit that will bring about genuine revival and renewal of the church.  One of their assignments is to pray for the bishops of the UMC.
In 1996, General Conference met in Denver, Colorado.  There were a handful from our constituency (including myself and Margie Burger) who were there for the entire two weeks and about 25 others who were there for portions of the time.  We did a prayer walk around the facilities, led in concerts of prayer at a local church, and set up a 24 hour prayer room in one of the hotels.  The Upper Room facilitated a “come and go” prayer room in the Convention Center.  It was a small start.

In 2000, General Conference met in Cleveland, Ohio.  The local host committee (East Ohio Annual Conference) established a sub-committee on prayer.  Dr. Terry Teykl was engaged by several evangelical groups to “recruit prayer delegates” to GC.  Space was dedicated for prayer in the convention center.  Margie wrote concerts of prayer based on the Lord’s Prayer that were led daily by local leadership in the prayer room.  Terry had a prayer room and briefing center for prayer delegates in one hotel, ARM had a 24 hour intercessory room with scheduled times for corporate prayer in another hotel.  There were more than 200 persons wearing the red “prayer delegate” ribbons scattered among the delegates praying for deliberations and decisions throughout the 14 days.
In 2004, General Conference met in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Now, prayer has become an official part of the GC planning.  A significant and very visible prayer center was established in the heart of the convention center.  Seasons for concerts of prayer and corporate intercession were scheduled and led by local leadership, most of who were related to ARM and its Regional Fellowship in Western PA.  Tom Albin (The Upper Room) and Margie Burger (ARM) provided the primary pastoral oversight for the effort.  Between 200 and 300 prayer delegates participated in the prayer effort in 2004, plus, because of its visibility, the prayer center was frequented by elected GC delegates and other observers.
One of the other significant things that occurred on Larry’s watch was the addition of Sally Havens to the ARM staff.  Sally had been a member of the ARM Board of Directors since 1984 and was finishing up her studies for a Master of Divinity degree at Boston University School of Theology.  She was also going through the process of being consecrated as a diaconal minister in the UMC.  To complete that process, she needed two years of ministry/work related experience.  She was conflicted because she wanted to continue serving the work of ARM instead of taking a position with a local church.  ARM was not in a position to hire her.  So, Sally and I developed a job description as “Ministries Coordinator” and a plan for her to serve as an unpaid staff person for two years and then to become part-time salaried staff if funds were available.  The New England Board of Diaconal Ministry adopted and approved the plan.  To our knowledge, it was the first time that anyone was allowed to gain their work related experience as an unpaid staff member.  This is now an approved method across the denomination.
In 1992, God led Sally and her husband Dave to relocate to Tennessee and to become part of the ARM staff team.  This was the real beginning of the expanding ministries of ARM.

During Larry’s presidency, the Aldersgate conference was in the following cities: 
· Aldersgate ’91 was in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  
· 1992 was in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  
· 1993 was in Denver, Colorado.

A NEW HOME
Dick Burns was a pastor in Pennsylvania who felt called to full-time evangelism.  He has served as a General Evangelist in the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference for many years.  Dick was an early pioneer of the movement in the UMC after receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit in a meeting with Episcopal priest Dennis Bennett in 1964.  He was instrumental in introducing and moving the legislation for The Guidelines: The Charismatic Renewal and The United Methodist Church through the General Conference process in 1972 and 1976.  He is a prophetic preacher and a loved and respected father in the faith.  
Dick was elected as ARM’s 4th President at the Board and Council meeting that preceded Aldersgate ’94 in Washington, DC.  He served from 1994-1997.
By 1993, ARM had outgrown the modest offices (2 rooms totaling 400 square feet) in an old home owned by The Upper Room.  In addition, there was rumor that there were other plans for our space and that we would eventually have to move.  So, we started looking for a new home.  It became obvious that we would not be able to find affordable space in the Music Row / Methodist Center / Vanderbilt area of Nashville.
The ARM Board agreed that we were going to have to physically separate ourselves from the GBOD and look elsewhere in the city for space.  All of our staff at that time lived north of downtown Nashville, so we started looking at real estate north of the city.  We settled on a little house in downtown Goodlettsville that had been converted into a chiropractic office.  It had abundant office space (1500 square feet) for our staff of four, parking, and attic storage.  It seemed perfect and a huge step up from what we had.  The only problem was that we didn’t have any assets and couldn’t get a loan – we needed the doctor to self-finance the property.  He wasn’t interested.  But, God!

But, God had other ideas.

My wife, Sally, and I were doing some Christmas shopping and went through the sporting goods section on our way to the toy section.  As we walked through, I noticed archery equipment and the Holy Spirit spoke to me and said, “Buy an arrow.”  It seemed like a silly thought, and I tried to talk myself and the Lord out of it, but finally relented, went back to that area of the store and picked out an arrow. 

I went home and found the story of Elisha and king Jehoash and the arrow in 2 Kings 13:14-19.  In verse 18, Elisha says, “’Take the arrows,’ and the king took them.  Elisha told him, ‘Strike the ground.’  He struck it three times and stopped.  The man of God was angry with him and said, ‘You should have struck the ground five or six times; then you would have defeated Aram and completely destroyed it.  But now you will defeat it only three times.’” 
I knew what I must do, but waited upon the Lord for the right timing.  It was Thanksgiving evening.  I excused myself from family, took my arrow and drove to 118 Two Mile Pike.  I parked the car, walked the perimeter of the property (which was in the shape of a triangle with a creek running along the front) praying for God to give us the property and building.  I stopped at the first corner, knelt down, struck the ground seven times with the arrow and cried out to the Lord (I mean out loud shout) to give us victory.  As I was walking and praying toward the second corner, it began to rain.  I knelt on the wet ground, struck the ground seven times and cried out to the Lord for victory.  I walked to the final corner, now soaked from the rain, knelt in the mud and repeated the action.  Then, the Lord led me to repeat the action at each of the four corners of the building.  Finally, just in case I hadn’t struck the ground enough, I knelt in the middle of the parking area and repeated the action one last time before driving home wet and muddy from the exercise.
As I was walking around the property and beating on the ground and the building, I noticed two police cars sitting across the street in the parking lot.  Amazingly, they never came to see what this crazy man was doing.  Maybe they couldn’t see me.

Aram means, exalted ones.  Those enemies who have set themselves above us in order to control us.  I struck the ground 28 times and struck the corners of the building 28 times.  I believed that the territorial spirits that were holding back fruitfulness and prosperity were destroyed that night.

The next day, the doctor called me and said that he had changed his mind.  He wanted to give us the property for ten thousand dollars less than he had originally quoted.  He also offered to self-finance for 5 years and charged us less interest than we had originally offered to pay.  
When there doesn’t seem to be a way, God will make a way!
We moved our offices to our new home in February 1994, during the worst ice storm in the history of Nashville.

During Dick’s leadership, Aldersgate was in the following cities:

· Washington, DC in 1994.

· Orlando, Florida (Kissimmee) in 1995.

· Nashville, Tennessee in 1996.
YOUR LATTER WILL BE GREATER

Scott Kelso served as the 5th President of the Board from 1997-2001.  
He was appointed as pastor to Trinity UMC, Pickerington, Ohio, following his graduation from Seminary.  He never left.  As of this writing, he has been pastor for 25 plus years.  The church has grown from a little clapboard building in the middle of nowhere with a handful of worshippers, to a significant instrument for change and transformation in the community and one of the great bright spots in the denomination.  
Scott, along with Harry and Ann Peat served as the co-chairs for the planning committee for Aldersgate 1980 in Columbus, Ohio.  He was also part of the leadership for the first international mission team sent out from ARM as they helped inaugurate the Aldersgate Conference in the Philippines in 1996.  That conference continues to be a blessing to hundreds of pastors and laity each year.  He has also represented ARM, both nationally and internationally, in ecumenical charismatic meetings.

In the spring and summer of 1998, he had the awesome responsibility of leading the most crucial board meetings in ARM’s history.  It looked and felt like the death of a vision.
The financial support for ARM seemed to dry up the last quarter of 1997 and the first quarter of 1998.  There didn’t seem to be any explainable reason, it just did.  When the Executive Committee of the Board met in April, we weren’t sure that we could stay in business until the Aldersgate 98 conference scheduled in July in Dallas.  

The question posed at the first meeting, Is God finished with this ministry?  

· If he is, then we need wisdom to know how to shut it down without bringing dishonor to the kingdom of God.  

· If He isn’t, then we need courage and boldness to press forward and we need wisdom to know what to change in order to live into His corporate destiny for ARM.

We prayed together.  Then, Scott dismissed us for the night, to pray over those questions throughout the night.  We would return the next morning to hear what God was speaking to each one.  There wasn’t a lot of sleep that night.

The next morning, there was a consensus that God was not yet finished with ARM.  It was unanimous that He had not completed the work that we were called into existence to accomplish.  Everyone heard that we needed to regroup and press on.  We needed to seek God for a fresh vision.

So, we eliminated any unnecessary spending.  We laid off a staff member and cut all remaining salaries by 15%.  We sent out a plea to our constituency letting them know what the situation was and asking for their prayers and support as we continued to seek God for the future.

Two weeks later, my wife and I went to our oldest granddaughter’s first piano recital at the Goodlettsville Nazarene Church.  Even though we had lived in the community for seven years, we had never seen this church and had to get directions.  It turned out to be only 2 blocks from our current offices, tucked away in an older residential area and invisible from normal traffic routes.  As we walked toward the sanctuary that morning, I noticed a “for sale sign” in the front yard and the Holy Spirit came upon me as I walked into the building.  Throughout the recital, I was having visions of crowds of people in that building…people that I recognized.  I was having visions of people in worship, in ministry, and receiving ministry in that building.  During the reception, I excused myself, walked back through the building and around the building, asking the Lord, “What is going on?  What does this mean?  What are you trying to say to me?”  It was very clear, “This is your building.  I am going to give it into your hands.  My plans for you are a future and a hope.”
It was the birth of a vision.  But who was I going to share it with?  I shared with my wife Sally and with my daughters and their husbands, but felt no release to share with staff or board members.  I began to experience a season of visionary dreams that lasted through the end of the year about how God planned to use the building to expand ARM’s ministry.  I also dreamed of specific people that he was going to call to move to Nashville to become part of the ministry team and others who would make major contributions toward the expansion of ministry.
Two weeks before Aldersgate, a man in another city, shared with Sally and I that he had this humongous business venture in the works and that when it materialized, God was telling him to give ARM a million dollars.  He was going to come to Aldersgate and slip the check under my door.  Was this real?  I wasn’t sure whether I was having visions or just holy hallucinations.  This gift never did materialize, but it was used by God to fan the flickering flame of faith in my heart to consider that He was doing something beyond my own thoughts and imagination.
I couldn’t help but wonder if the building and the promise of a million dollars was connected.  So, I called the real estate agent and went to look at the building (pray my way through it).  The week before we left for Aldersgate, I shared with the staff what was going on with me and took them over to look at the building.  I didn’t want them to be totally shocked if I came home from Aldersgate with a million dollars and a building to buy.  None of this made sense to any of us since we were still having trouble making payroll and paying the bills.  

I also shared with another couple who lived out of state that were always present in my recurring dreams about this property.  I just shared what was going on and asked them if they had any discernment about what it all meant.  They didn’t have a clue, but agreed to join me in prayer.
During the Executive Committee Meeting (in those days, we held our annual Board and Council meetings just prior to the start of the Aldersgate Conference), as we were trying to decide how we were going to pay off the note on our little building in February (the doctor wanted the balance of his money and was calling the note with an outstanding balance of about $110,000), one of the Board members blurted out, “I think we just need to sell that little building and buy something big enough to do ministry in.”  

Everyone was speechless, especially me.  I was asking the Lord if this was an open door to share what had been going on between Him and me.  He seemed to say “yes”, so I did.  The consensus was to wait for further confirmation before sharing it with the full board and council.

Between the Executive Committee meeting and the full Board and Council meeting, Sally and I had lunch with the “out of state couple that I had confided in.”  They wondered if I had shared my vision with the EC.  I told them how it had come up and what had happened.  They looked at one another, then began to reveal how excited they were about the possibilities of expanding the ministry of ARM.  They were so excited that God was leading them to give 50% of the cost of the property as a matching gift challenge.  
The asking price for the property and buildings was $750,000.  I was stunned!
After sharing with Scott what had happened at lunch, we called a side-bar Executive Committee meeting and decided that this was enough confirmation for us to move forward and see where it was going.  After sharing with the Board, Scott called everyone to prayer.  When we reconvened, the response of the people was to begin making pledges.  The place was electric with excitement for the future.  By the time the meeting was over, more than $80,000 had been pledged.  We never did vote on whether or not to buy the property.
At the 1998 Board meeting in Dallas, the ministry also refined its purpose statement to read: “The purpose of ARM is to encourage United Methodists and their churches, by the grace of God and the love of Jesus Christ, to be filled, gifted, empowered, and led by the Holy Spirit in ministry to the world.”
When we returned home from Aldersgate, the realtor called me to say that since I had looked at the building before leaving town, the Board at the Nazarene Church had received a prophecy that said “they were standing in the middle of a miracle and that ARM was supposed to have the buildings.”  He was authorized, on behalf of the church, to reduce the asking price from $750,000 to $665,000.  In addition, they would give us $175,000 for our existing building as a down payment, and they would self-finance the balance.  In addition, if they could stay in the building until their new one was completed, they would pay us rent.  Only God could give that kind of favor or negotiate that kind of deal. 
We closed on the new buildings in November 1998, and had the buildings paid for by the time we moved into them in September of 1999.  In the interim, we drew up plans for a $500,000 renovation and furnishing the buildings to transform them into the Aldersgate Renewal Center and office headquarters.  Even though we moved into the buildings debt free, the debt for the renovations hung over us until December of 2004.  That’s another story.
In November 1998, before we took possession of the building, ARM hosted a group of pastors who claimed to be interested in the renewal of the church.  It turned out that they were extremely wounded, discouraged, and angry.  Many of them were more interested in finding a way to leave the denomination and to do as much damage as possible on the way out.  I had invited a young man named Jonathan Dow to assist me (as music and worship leader) in leading this group in a 24 hour concert of prayer.  Scott Kelso and Margie Burger were also present to pray and assist in leadership.  God moved in an amazing way, healing, restoring, and encouraging many of the broken pastors in attendance.  What we witnessed that week planted seeds of vision for ARM’s future Pastor and Spouse Retreats.

During our time together, Jonathan courageously shared with me that he felt God was calling him to serve ARM by joining the staff.  We weren’t looking for staff, especially not a musician. But, God quickened my spirit and I knew that this was from Him.  After several months of prayer and discernment, Jonathan and his family moved to Tennessee in September 1999 to become our “Director of Worship and ARC Events.”
In January 1999, God spoke Isaiah 60 into my spirit for the ministry of ARM.  It begins with “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.  See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.”  
These verses became a powerful, prophetic lens for us to filter the new things that God was doing.  Several key insights stood out: 
1. God was telling us to get up and get moving because He was pouring out “sudden favor” upon us. (verse 1)
2. He told us to not be distracted by the darkness – because His glory (favor) covers us. (verse 2) 

3. He said that He would draw people to our cause.  Some, like sons and daughters, will move here just to be part of the ministry. (verse 4)

4. He instructed us to plan for abundant provision. (verses 5-7)

5. He said that He would call strangers to rebuild our walls. (verse 10)

6. He said that we are to “call our walls Salvation, and our gates Praise.” (verse 18b)

7. He reminded us that His vision and work is bigger, greater, more awesome than we can imagine. (verse 21-22)

8. And that in a season of His abundant favor, when He is ready to act, the operative word is “swiftly.” (verse 22b) 

In October 1999, we moved into the ARC (Aldersgate Renewal Center).  God provided an architect named Larry Stanfield.  Larry called one day to share a testimony of his son being healed at one of our services at the ARC.  In gratitude, he asked if there was anything that he could do to help us.  He helped us draw up plans for transforming the tired old building into a bright new center for renewal.  Up until now, Larry was a stranger.
During Scott’s presidency, Aldersgate was in the following cities:

· 1997 was in Dayton, Ohio.  
· 1998 was in Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas.  
· 1999 was in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
· And Aldersgate 2000 was part of the Celebrate Jesus 2000 conference sponsored by NARSC in St. Louis, Missouri.

THE PRAYER OF JABEZ
“Jabez was more honorable than his brothers.  His mother had named him Jabez, saying, “I gave birth to him in pain.”  Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, ‘Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.’ And God granted his request.”  1 Chronicles 4:9-10

Jim Bolling always started every meeting by reading and praying the Prayer of Jabez.  Jim, a vice president for the American Automobile Association (AAA) was elected as the 6th President at the second Gathering of the Board and Council at the new Aldersgate Renewal Center (ARC) in the winter of 2001.  He served from 2001-2003.

Much happened in his short term as God began to “bless us” in new ways and “enlarge our territory.”  Jim and Margaret were part of the “cottage prayer meeting” in our home in preparation for the second lay witness mission at Bedford in the fall of 1972.  We have been good friends for many years and it was a blessing to co-lead the ministry with him in this pivotal period of growth and expansion.
After months of prayer and planning, the remodeling the ARC began in April 2000.  We lived in the noise and dust and debris while the work was being done.  Completion date was scheduled for mid-July, just in time for our annual Board and Council meeting.  This would be the first time in history that these meetings have not preceded the annual Aldersgate conference.  
One morning in March, I was scheduled to meet the construction foreman just before work commenced at my office.  I arrived early to prepare, took my laptop into the office and returned to the car to get some files.  As soon as the door closed behind me, I realized that my keys were on my desk and I had just locked myself out of the office.  Lamenting my foolishness, I said to myself, “Great, what am I going to do for the next hour until staff begins to arrive?”  That familiar voice speaking to my spirit said, “Go, and get a camera.”  I tried to dismiss it, but I kept hearing the same words over and over.

The ARC has two buildings with about 18,000 square feet on 3 acres of land nestled into a quaint 1940’s vintage residential neighborhood one block off of Main Street.  Two blocks away is an Eckerd’s Drug Store.  So, I walked around the corner to the drug store and purchased a disposable camera, but still not certain why the Holy Spirit was prompting me buy it.  As I walked back to the ARC from another direction, I noticed that the little house on the corner had a new “for sale” sign in the front yard.

“Do you want it?” I heard the Lord ask.   “Well, sure, I guess so”, I replied.  
“If I gave it to you, what would you do with it?” the Lord asked.  
I pondered for a couple of minutes and responded, “I would use it as a retreat house for weary pastors, to give them a safe, comfortable place for rest, refreshing, and respite.”  
“Do you want it?” I was asked again.  “Yes.  Yes I want it for ministry, to bring glory to you!”  I declared.  “Then, you must ask for it.  You have not because you ask not!”  
I stood there in the front yard, praying, asking for the Lord to grant us favor.  To bless us and enlarge our territory by giving us this house.

The Lord said, “OK, now take a picture so you don’t forget.”  I snapped a picture.  Then amazed beyond amazement, I heard Him ask, “How many more do you want?”  I spent the next hour walking through dew covered lawns, snapping pictures of other houses in the neighborhood, and asking the Lord to bless us and enlarge our territory by giving us this house, and this house.

In May, at our Executive Committee meeting, I shared this story.  Several members of the committee walked through the house and around the boundaries and claimed the house for the Lord’s purposes.  Within 30 days, the Lord had provided a gift for this very purpose that was sufficient to purchase, remodel, and furnish the house.  The “house of peace” was remodeled and furnished by my wife, Sally, who has become our “minister of hospitality.”  The first ARCottage was ready for its first occupants by the end of the year.  Number 8 from the Isaiah 60 insights says, “Swiftly!”
As of April 2005, God has given us 3 homes, in the neighborhood.  According to the journals in each home, these ARCottages have a ministry all their own.

Aldersgate 2000 was part of the Celebrate Jesus 2000 conference sponsored by NARSC in St. Louis, Missouri.  It was in June, early for our conference, and confusion about hotel meeting space for our Board and Council meeting forced us to postpone that meeting until after the conference, which turned out to be a blessing.
In the fall of ‘99, while at a NARSC planning meeting, it was decided that ARM would be responsible for planning and leading the praise and worship for the general sessions of the conference.  Jonathan Dow had been on staff less than a month when I called to tell him that I was going to serve as the “pastor for music and worship” and that he was going to recruit, rehearse, and lead the worship team for the event.  That meant assembling music and gathering musicians from all of the various streams and to blend styles and preferences in such a manner that all of the participants would have a meaningful experience.  Jonathan accepted and completed the assignment with grace and unusual anointing.  Little did I know that he had never worked with a praise “team” before and that he had probably never ministered to a group larger than about 400.  The team and music -- catholic, mainline Protestant, Pentecostal and non-denominational – totaled 19 singers and musicians.  The attendance at the sessions ranged between 15,000 and 18,000.
The vision for the ARM Worship Conference was birthed in Jonathan during the preparation for Celebrate Jesus 2000.  The first Worship Conference was held at the ARC in the fall of 2000.

A month after Celebrate Jesus 2000, we hosted our 1st Gathering at the ARC in July 2000.  It would establish a new pattern for our annual Board and Council meetings.  The re-modeling was completed two days before the meetings began.  Part of The Gathering was a consecration of the property for the Lord’s service.
Between Celebrate Jesus 2000 and The Gathering, a man from out of state visited my office.  As he walked through the door, the Lord healed him of an eye infection.  Several days later, he invited me to lunch and asked me “what would you do if you had a million dollars?”  I pondered the hypothetical question, and then shared about my dreams and visions for hosting a retreat for pastors and spouses, of creating a worship conference that would minister to worship leaders, of developing new renewal team events to minister to local churches.  After we had shared a while, he said, “That’s what I want to do, give you a million dollars to invest in ministry that changes lives.”  We spent the next 9 months in conversation and meetings working out the details.  He made a matching challenge grant to set up a permanent endowment fund that would provide ongoing funds to develop and start ministries and resources that would be life transforming.  Until we could get it established and begin receiving gifts, he agreed to fund the beginning of the first Worship Conference, Pastor and Spouse Retreats and other new ministries.  Even though the economy and the stock market severely eroded the value of the stock gifts in 2001 and 2002, we were able to develop a balance in the ARMinistry Endowment Fund of over $600,000 by the end of 2004.
Number 3 from the Isaiah 60 insights says “God will draw people to our cause.  Some, like sons and daughters, will move to be part of the ministry.”  In the fall of 2000, Mark and Betty Barrow moved from Maryland, just in time to be part of the first Worship Conference at the ARC in November 2000.

Then, in January 2001, Harry and Margie Burger moved from Wisconsin.  Margie has been the National Prayer Coordinator for ARM since 1991 and Harry has served on the Board of Directors.  He retired from his engineering position at Kimberly-Clark in the fall of 2000 because they felt that God was calling them to move to Nashville and serve Him through the ministry of ARM.  Margie has been developing a new team-led, local church renewal event called Lord, Teach Us to Pray (LTUTP) and was ready to release it to the church.  It could be either a pre-cursor or a follow-up event for the Life in the Spirit Seminar (LISS).
The first Pastor & Spouse Retreat was hosted at the ARC, November 6-9, 2001.  The grant from the “million dollar man”, and later grants from the ARMinistry Endowment Fund, allowed us to minister to 16 couples providing them with motel, meals, gifts, and date night with no expense to them except a modest registration fee.  Without exception, these men and women came to the ARC bruised, battle weary, and discouraged.  They left healed, restored, renewed, and full of the Spirit with the courage to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
As of this writing, we have ministered to 165 pastors and their spouses in 8 Pastor and Spouse Retreats.

.

This was also a season for enlarging our territory to include international/cross-cultural missions.  Although not foreign to ARM, cross-cultural ministries have not been an ongoing part of our ministry.  We resourced a team to the Philippines in 1996 to help Ling and Lourdes Juane launce an “Aldersgate in the Philippines” conference.  The following year, we sent another team to train leaders in how to conduct a LISS.  The materials were translated into Tagala.  In addition, members of our Advisory Council found themselves leading an unscheduled LISS in Ekaterinburg, Russia.

However, international missions weren’t really on our radar screen.  Then, in 2001, God planted a passion in one of the Board member’s heart to translate and publish the LISS in Spanish.  Then, he raised the funds necessary to publish 5000 copies.  Next, the Lord opened the door with an invitation by Pablo Mora, the President of the Methodist Church in Paraguay (Bishop) to lead a LISS.  This same man felt led to plan, coordinate and lead the LISS to Paraguay.  He had never been on an international mission trip before and he had never coordinated a LISS before.  

We began to believe that God would use this mission as the catalyst to open other doors to minister the LISS to the Latin world, both in the USA and beyond our borders.

Under Jim’s leadership, Aldersgate was in the following cities:

· Rochester, New York in 2001.  
· Winston-Salem, North Carolina in 2002.
· Springfield, Illinois in 2003.
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Dave Hampson was elected as our 7th President at The Gathering in the winter of 2003.   He served from 2003-2004.  Dave is a pastor in the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  At this time in history, he is serving the Galloway UMC in Franklin, Pennsylvania.  The church caught fire with a LISS just prior to his arrival and continues to grow in renewal and numerically.
I first met Dave and Kathy at a Congress on Evangelism in Pittsburgh in 1989.  When we met, their first words to me were “give us one good reason why we should stay in the UMC.”  Only the Lord could have arranged for us to have adjoining hotel rooms.  We kept the door open and shared and prayed at every opportunity during the weekend.  They stayed and have been wonderful agents for transformation and renewal.

At The Gathering in February 2003, when Dave was elected President, we did a live worship video called Stones of Remembrance.   It was our first production of a worship resource.  In summer of 2003, we celebrated the 25th Aldersgate conference in Springfield, Illinois using a wonderful cadre of multi-generational and multi-ethnic leadership.  Another visionary sign for the future of ARM..  The songs on the recording are twelve songs (stones) of remembrance that have most frequently ministered to attendees of the conference.  The production was timed so the release was at Aldersgate ’03

Another story about stones.  When we moved into the ARC, and the Lord blessed us with an outpouring of provision to pay for the property, we were reminded of the story of Joshua leading the Israelites across the Jordan River and into the Promised Land.  Joshua had a representative of each tribe (family) pick up a stone from where they crossed over the Jordan River and put it down at the place where they were going to stay.  The stones were to be stacked, or piled up as “a memorial (lit. “witness heap”) to the people forever.”  It was a testimony, or witness, or sign of God’s provision and power!  (See Joshua 3:3-7).  So, we collected “stones of remembrance” for every family who were part of this crossing over with us.  No matter the size of the gift or service, every family has a stone in the witness heap that is located in the front lawn of the ARC.
In February of 2003, Garen and Anne Smith led a LISS team to minister at the Inglesia Nueva Vida church in Aurora, Illinois.  Miquel and Damaris Perez served as the pastoral couple for this church.  It was the first Hispanic LISS conducted in the United States.  Miquel and Damaris would later be trained as LISS coordinators and lead other seminars in Hispanic congregations.
This was also the season for launching the publishing and production Aldersgate Resources.  

· A book authored by Donna Maddox called Message of the Cameos was published in 2001 as the first Aldersgate Resource.  It was given as a gift to ARM as a way to garner resources for the publishing of other books and resources.  
· Number 2 was a Spanish translation of the Life in the Spirit Seminar (LISS) for use at a mission trip to Paraguay.

· Stones of Remembrance was number 3.  

· Number 4 was a major revision and printing of the LISS Participants Manual (with new original art illustrations), with completion in time for the fall events. 
· Number 5 was the publication of a new manual for the Lord, Teach Us to Pray event that was completed in early 2004.

Under Dave’s leadership, Aldersgate was hosted by:

· Springfield, Illinois in 2003.  
· Lexington, Kentucky in 2004.
DRAWING A NEW BLUEPRINT
Garen Smith was elected as the 8th president at the 2004 Gathering of the Board and Advisory Council.  Before early retirement, Garen was a CEO in the steel industry.  He brings a passion for growth to the ministry and for international / cross-cultural ministries to be an integral part of ARM’s offerings to the General church.
As Garen came into office, it was apparent that ARM was going to need help in seeking funding resources to keep up with the expanding doors of opportunity for ministry.  John Brower, a businessman from Texas who was now employed in Pennsylvania, had shared and asked for prayer in 2002 about the future direction of his life.  He felt called to invest his life in seeking provision for fulfilling the vision that God had given ARM for renewing the Church.  Suddenly, in the fall of 2003, he found himself unemployed, and offered himself to ARM in an act of faith.  In January of 2004, John became the new “Director of Partner Development” for ARM and moved his family to Goodlettsville later in the year.  

A new “blueprint for ministry” begins to emerge.  At Aldersgate 2001 in Rochester, New York, Bishop Violet Fisher was the keynote speaker for the opening night.  She related her story of coming to the United Methodist Church from a Pentecostal background and how she found family and support and encouragement from the “Aldersgate people.”  After preaching a powerful message on being filled with the Spirit, she called all of the ministers forward, took off her shoes, and began to pray for and lay hands on them.  My wife, Sally, and I were ministering alongside her.  Ministers began to fall under the power of the Spirit as she prayed for them.  Suddenly, Sally and I found ourselves on the floor looking up at the ceiling.  Bishop Fisher stood over us and began to prophesy.  What I remember was “Blueprint!  Lord give him a blueprint for renewing your church.  Blueprint.  A new blueprint, give him a new blueprint.”
John Brower’s addition to the staff, in faith, was the first step in a complete reorganization and retooling of the ARM staff.  The Lord was preparing the workers for a new blueprint.  Jonathan Dow assumed responsibility as the Director of Conferences and becomes the “pastoral leader” for the Aldersgate Conference and other major events.  Teresa Combs resigns and Harry Burger assumes responsibility as the “Administrative Coordinator.”  Sally Havens retires in July and Frank Billman moves from Pennsylvania to assume her responsibilities as “Ministries Coordinator.”  
A side note, after working on the ARM staff for 7 years, Teresa Combs was installed as the pastor of White House Church of God in April of 2005.  In the spirit of a true pioneer, she becomes the first woman pastor in this Pentecostal denomination. 
In the fall of 2003, at the Pastor and Spouse Retreat #7, a couple from Wisconsin who had been active in the Lay Witness Movement, made us aware that the General Board of Discipleship had discontinued the program earlier in the year.  It was suggested that ARM pursue the possibility of picking up the program, bringing it under our umbrella, and keeping it alive.  As mentioned earlier, the ministry of ARM was spawned in the seedbed of the LWM in the seventies.  It seemed like a longshot, but we approached the leadership of the GBOD with a proposal, and much to our amazement, they were thrilled with the prospects of giving this vital ministry of evangelism new life.  By June of 2004, the transition from the GBOD to ARM was facilitated and by September, we were beginning to embrace the existing leadership of LWM and schedule events from our headquarters.
Needless to say, the addition of the Lay Witness Mission was a sudden surprise, and changed the landscape of ARM.  Now, instead of just the Life in the Spirit Seminar and the recent development of the Lord, Teach Us To Pray event, ARM has three team-led, local church renewal events – and a fourth under construction in an event to be called Worship In Spirit and Truth.  It will be presented for the first time in April 2005.  A strategy for helping a church move into renewal began to unfold.  A congregation could host 4 renewal events at 9 month intervals and engage in a 3 year process of encouraging renewal in the life of their congregation by scheduling:
· Lay Witness Mission – emphasis on evangelism and faith sharing

· Lord, Teach Us To Pray – emphasis on developing a personal prayer life

· Life in the Spirit Seminar – emphasis on understanding and embracing the person and work of the Holy Spirit – both personally and corporately.

· Worship in Spirit and Truth – emphasis on understanding and developing a heart for worship in the life of the congregation.

In the meantime, Garen Smith, with co-leader Dave Hampson, led another international LISS to Poland in the Spring of 2004.  A new team model was piloted.  Instead of recruiting team members from just among ARM’s national constituency, a local church was recruited to provide the team, thus creating a partnership between the local church and ARM.  The local church, Galloway UMC in Franklin, PA (Dave Hampson, pastor) recruited the team.  Team members raised their own support.  ARM provided materials, arranged for translation and printing of materials in Poland, and provided team training for the church members.  The team members then led a LISS in their home church about six weeks before their trip to Poland.
In June of 2004, Frank and Peggi Billman led a LISS team to Tanzania, Africa.  In addition to ministry in Tanzania, they also had opportunity to minister in the refugee camps in Burundi.  Frank also led a LISS in a women’s prison facility in Pennsylvania and was part of the team for a Hispanic LISS in Reading, Pennsylvania.  
In April of 2005, Garen and Anne Smith led a LISS team to Slovakia and Hungary.  Including the 2 Hispanic events and the prison event, this is 7 cross-cultural or international Life in the Spirit Seminars in 3 years.  It’s obvious that part of God’s new design, new blueprint for ministry has a cross-cultural and global dimension.  Since John Wesley declared that “the world is my parish”, it should be no surprise that the Lord would expand our ministry worldwide as well.
One of the other significant things that took place in 2004-2005 was the elimination of the building debt on the ARC (Aldersgate Renewal Center).  When we purchased the buildings in 1999, the Lord provided, through ARM constituency, funds to purchase and furnish the buildings without incurring debt.  However, the extensive remodeling of the two buildings in 2000 and 2002 cost an additional $720,000.  At The Gathering in 2004 (annual meeting of the Board and Advisory Council), the outstanding debt was still $450,000.  The annual interest of $31,000 added to ARM’s cash flow problems.  With the offer of a matching gift challenge to eliminate the debt in 2004, and under the leadership of John Brower and Garen Smith, the constituency responded by completely eliminating this albatross by the end of the year.  Part of the new blueprint is to operate debt free…to the praise of His glory.

During Garen’s leadership, the Aldersgate conference was hosted in the following cities:

· Lexington, Kentucky in 2004.

· Overland Park, Kansas in 2005.

It’s Not the Same Church!

So, has ARM made a difference during the last 28 years.  Has ARM influenced any change in the church?  Has ARM made an impact?
Several years ago, I sat in the meetings of the General Board of Discipleship, as a group of musicians attempted to lead a blended contemporary worship service.  All around were program resources for worship, small groups, healing, evangelism, prayer.  Intercession was a new word, discernment and making decisions by “inspired consensus” were new concepts.  
Making disciples of Jesus Christ had just been discovered as the primary purpose of the church (General Conference 2000).  There was new talk about the Holy Spirit and transformation.
I lamented that these “new things” were coming into being without anyone consulting Aldersgate Renewal Ministries or giving us any recognition for being a praying, worshipping, healing, evangelistic, transforming by the power of the Holy Spirit ministry for over 25 years.  I was feeling sorry for those who had stayed and prayed and labored for renewal without any recognition.  
The Holy Spirit checked me, and convicted me of my sinfulness.

As I sat there, I had a vision of an apple tree, so loaded with luscious, beautiful, ripe fruit, that the limbs bent to the ground.  The Spirit asked me, “what do you see?”  
“A strong, beautiful apple tree loaded with delicious fruit”, I responded.  
“That’s the problem with fruit trees”, the Lord said, “everyone looks at the tree, when it’s really the seed that matters.  A great tree comes from a great seed.  When you cut open an apple, you can count the number of seeds.  But when you cut open a seed, you can’t count the number of apples.”  
The Lord continued to speak to me, saying, “I have called ARM to plant seeds of prayer, worship, healing, spirtitual gifts, transformation, evangelism, all across the church.  The wind of my Spirit has blown those seeds wherever it willed until they found fertile ground to germinate, sprout, grow and produce fruit.  When people see the fruit, they will not see you, because you are seed and seed sowers.”
I simultaneously repented and rejoiced, that we (ARM) had been found faithful as seed sowers.

ARM has planted seed into other ministries.  ARM and other ministries have planted seed across the church.  Seed is beginning to come to fruition.  Let’s look at some of the seed that is growing up and producing a rich harvest all across the denomination.

Think of it, thirty years ago, there was no ARM.  

Thirty years ago, ARM was not offering the Aldersgate Conference, Life in the Spirit Seminar, Lord Teach Us to Pray, ARM Worship Conference, Pastor and Spouse Retreats to the Church.  
Thirty years ago, ARM’s Intercessors for Renewal or Prayer at General Conference did not exist.
Thirty years ago, there was no Upper Room Prayer Ministries, Emmaus Walk, Disciple Bible Study, or Companions in Christ.

What about Congress on Evangelism, Foundation for Evangelism, World Council of Evangelism?

Outside influences on the church, like Promise Keepers, Experiencing God, Alpha, 40 Days of Purpose, or Beth Moore Bible studies did not exist.
Thirty years ago, Kirbyjon Caldwell had not been appointed to Windsor Village UMC (Houston, Texas), now the largest UMC in America.  Adam Hamilton was ten years old and Church of the Resurrection UMC (Overland Park, Kansas) wasn’t even a dream.  It is now the tenth fastest growing mega-church in the nation.  Both congregations are amazing works of the Holy Spirit.

Thirty years ago, no one had heard of Saddleback, Willow Creek, Toronto Blessing, International House of Prayer, Vineyard Ministries or Brownsville Revival.  Integrity Music ministries didn’t exist and Dennis Jernigan was not yet saved.
Thirty years ago, Charisma magazine was just beginning.

Thirty years ago, Dick Burns, Larry and Audrey Eddings, Cecil Williamson, and others were just beginning their ministries of evangelism and healing.

Thirty years ago, Billy Abraham, Tom Albin, Rick Bonfim, Stephen Bryant, Margie Burger, Jimmy Buskirk, Stan Cosby, Bishop Violet Fisher, Karen Greenwaldt, Steve Harper, Nick Harris, Sally Havens, Scott Kelso, John Ed Matheson, Pat McKinstry, Gary Moore, Joy Moore, Vance Ross, Bob Stamps, Terry Teykl, Robert Tuttle, Bishop Dick Wills and Cynthia Wilson were just young men and women.  
Thirty years ago, Adam Hamilton, Junius Dotson, Jonathan Dow, Tyrone Gordon, Jeff Greenway, Beth Helton, Candace Lewis, Scott McDermott, Gregg Parris, and other dynamic leaders and pastors were just children.
All of the above have planted seed into the fertile soil of Methodism.  There has been some “great seed” planted into the life of the church.  The tree is beginning to bear fruit!

Jesus is proclaimed as Lord.  Making disciples of Jesus Christ is our purpose.

The Holy Spirit is welcome and sought after for power and guidance.

Church growth and evangelism seminars are offered across the connection.

“Contemporary worship” is commonplace.  

Spiritual gifts are embraced, discovered and functional in the life of hundreds of congregations.  Many churches are “gift based.”

Transformation of lives and congregations is the battle cry of the General Board of Discipleship.

Churches are encouraged to be healing communities.

Visionary and prophetic leadership is encouraged.
It’s not the same church that it was 30 years ago, to the praise of His glory!

Holy Spirit, evangelism, prayer, worship, spiritual gifts, transformation, healing, vision, prophetic…that’s what ARM has been about for the past 28 years.  

The good seed planted for the past thirty years is beginning to bear fruit!

APPENDIX A  “Celebration of Transfer of Mantle of Servanthood”, Address of Harry W. Camp to Aldersgate ’89, August 12, 1989, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Elijah found Elisha plowing with a team of oxen.  There were 11 teams ahead of him, and he was plowing with the last one.  Elijah took off his cloak and put it on Elisha.”  1 Kings 19:19

Twelve years ago the founding fathers of this fellowship were inspired to designate Ross Whetstone as the Exectutive Director.  The newly formed UMRSF had the modest goal of being an instrument for renewal of the entire denomination by the power of the Holy Spirit.  To begin this task we needed a spokesman who understood charismatic experiences from his own experience, and also in the context of Reformed and Wesleyan theology.  We needed a person who had access to the hierarchy – bishops, district superintendents and pastors – and not only access to them, but credibility with them.  He needed access to the bureaucracy – the Boards and Agencies of the Church.  And he needed to be fluent in the special language spoken there – Bureaucratise.  While fluent in Bureaucratise, he must also be capable of communicating with everyday Christians.  He must speak the language of Full Gospel, and also the language of Evangelical.

In summary, we needed a scholarly theologian who understood and exercised gifts of he Spirit, produced fruits of the Spirit, who was equally at home with bishops and house wives, who understood the Boards and Agencies, who was fluent in 4 languages in addition to mastery of the English language, who had ready access to all of these people, who was called to the task of church renewal, and who was willing and able to work without pay.

Ross Whetstone was one of the founding fathers, along with Tommy Tyson, Bob Stamps, Bob Tuttle and Bill Wilson.  Ross was a former street evangelist with the Salvation Army, an ordained minister who had served both small and large Methodist Churches, a former staff person of the General Board of Discipleship at the highest level, a professor of evangelism at Scarritt College, a skilled writer and editor, the founder and chief executive of a national teleministries service, a guitar playing street singer who lived in Nashville, was in daily contact with the Board of Discipleship, and spoke all four languages routinely every day, not to mention an unknown language he sometimes used to communicate with God.  He had an office, a secretary, and a regular pay check.
Twelve years later, in 1989, Ross is retiring, and we must have a new Executive Director.  The first impulse was to find another person like Ross.  Hundreds of hours of prayer revealed that this was totally wrong, for several reasons.

First, but not most important, is that there is no one like Ross.  He was uniquely qualified by training, by experience, by gifts and graces, and by the call of God to be Executive Director for the first 12 years.  Second, and more important, is the job description has changed – but most important of all is that God has clearly led us to Gary Moore.  Gary has a list of qualifications, also, which you will come to appreciate as some of us already have.  These include a high degree of prophetic vision, spiritual sensitivity, analytical and administrative abilities, and an unmistakable call by God upon his life to be an instrument of spiritual renewal in the church on a local, national and international basis.

We are already putting in place dozens of trained persons to do much of the field work that Ross used to do single handedly.  With the use of Gary’s gifts and graces, modern equipment, and a lot of money contributed regularly, year round by people like you, we are on the verge of breaking renewal into the open in local churches all across the country.

The mantle of prophetic servanthood is being transferred not from Elijah to another Elijah, but to another prophet with a different style.
This transfer has been working itself out for over a year in an orderly way.  We celebrate it tonight.  There is more good news.  Ross still lives!  He will continue to interpret renewal to the hierarchy, to train leaders, speak Bureaucratise, supervise publications and materials, and to edit Manna.  We believe that when Ross is no longer to do these things, God will supply that need, but as of now, Ross will continue to do what he does best, gladly working with our new Executive Director, Gary Moore.

There was a point in time when the prophetic mantle of Elijah was handed over to Elisha.  Elijah’s most glorious experiences were still ahead of him, but the job of chief servant was assumed – the mantle of anointing for this job was transferred.

We have come to that point tonight.  Gary Moore assumes the role and accepts the mantle and seeks a double measure of grace to be Executive Director of UMRSF.  Ross is relieved of administrative responsibilities, but I predict that his most glorious and wonderful work still lies ahead.

A ceremony usually requires a symbol.  Elisha got Elijah’s mantle.  I considered several symbols.  A towel and basin, possibly, for that is a symbol of servanthood.  Or a flask of anointing oil, for we are totally dependent on the Holy Spirit for gifts and graces and power to answer the call.  I though of a suitcase, and I even considered a large bottle of aspirin.

But this calling and ordination is so fragile, and so dependent upon daily prayer support and walking by faith that I do not want to symbolize it by anything that can be seen.  Faith is the conviction of things not seen, the assurance of what we hope for.  I want each of you – Gary and Ross – and myself also – to remember to draw all strength and power and inspiration from God, and not the teeniest tiniest bit from anything visible or tangible.  Therefore, I am going to ask Gary and Ross to assume the familiar position – seated and surrounded by praying friends.  

· We will have the Executive Committee of UMRSF, representing the ordinary renewal people of the United Methodist Church.  

· Bishop Wilke has been with us all weekend.  He represents the hierarchy.  

· Danny Morris and Jim Wagner are here representing the bureaucracy, the Upper Room and the Board of Discipleship.  

· Dean David Collins, president of the Episcopal House of Deputies, represents the Anglican communion, the rock from which we were hewn.  

· Dr. Vinson Synan is playing hooky from his own General Conference of the Pentecostal Holiness Church, to be here at my request.  His denomination is an offspring of the Methodists.  Vinson represents not only the classical Pentecostals; he is chairman of the national interdenominational Charismatic Concerns Committee, and also chairman of the North American Renewal Services Committee (NARSC), and an integral member of worldwide ecumenical evangelical organizations.  (Did you know the we, UMRSF, have been officially designated by the General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church to represent the United Methodist Church in the planning and staffing of the New Orleans conference, the Indianapolis conference, and the decade of evangelization under the auspices of NARSC?)
· Francis MacNutt is a unique servant of the body of Christ.  He was at Louisville in 1979, and has ministered at more Aldersgate conferences than most of us have attended.  I think Francis represents all of the non-Methodists who are closer to us as brothers and sisters than are many who share our label.

· Tommy Tyson is a founding father of UMRSF, but perhaps more importantly he is the venerable prophet of renewal in the United Methodist Church, as well as the church at large.  I have asked Tommy to pray the blessing of God on the transfer of the mantle of servanthood.

In a beautifully symbolic gesture Tommy requested Dean David Collins, representing the rock from which we were hewn, to ordain Ross to his new calling, and Vinson Synan, representing the spiritual offspring of Methodism, to ordain Gary.

Footnote:  “To hear an authentic work from God is a wondrous and mysterious thing, whether it happens once or many times.  Some times we think it is God and are mistaken.  It is only in retrospect that I can say with certainty that it was God.  It didn’t take 15 years for me to be certain that it was the Holy Spirit who invaded my imagination about this time of year in 1988.  It didn’t hurt that on that same morning He said the same thing to Sally Havens in far away Boston.”  Harry, February ‘05

End Notes
� Synan, Vinson, The Century of the Holy Spirit: 100 Years of Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal. Thomas Nelson, Inc., Nashville, Tennessee 2001, Preface ix.





� Ibid. Preface x.





� Freemen, G. Ross, A Journey Beyond.  Providence House Publishers, Franklin, Tennessee, 2001.  “Lay Witness Missions” pp 83-94.





� Wilson, William P and Whetstone, Ross, An unpublished paper “A Brief History of the UMRSF”, 1994.  Page 2-3.





� Ibid, Page 4.





� Ibid, Page 5.





� Ibid, Page 6.





� The Works of John Wesley, Page ?


� Ibid, Page ?





� Ibid, Volume 1, Page 170.





� John Wesley’s England: A 19th-Century Pictorial History Based on an 18th-Century Journal.  The Seabury Press, New York, 1981. Page 9.





� Celebration of Transfer of Mantle of Servanthood.  An address by Harry W. Camp to Aldersgate ’89, August 12, 1989, Little Rock, Arkansas.





Aldersgate Renewal Ministries: History and Impact - Page 1 
Copyright © 2005, Gary L. Moore and Aldersgate Renewal Ministries.  All rights reserved.


